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St. ETHELBURGA, 


Jon the Solemn AN NIVERK SAR FasT kept 
by the Authority of an Act of Parliament, 
for the Guilt contracted by theſe Nations, in 


the Execrable Murder of King CHA K LE 5 If, 
of Bleſſed Memory. | 


By LUXE MILBOURNE, late 
Prelbyter of the Church of ENGLAND. 
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For ſe is the Will of God, that with Well 

doing, We may put to filence the Ignorance 
ef fooliſh Men. 25 


4 


IH E Day is now return'd which has been ſet apart 
for many Years by Publick Authority, in which 
Three guilty Nations ſhould in amore eminent 
manner humble Themſelves before Almigh- 
ty God, the terrible Avenger of the Blood of 
his Saints, for a Crime of the moſt horrid Nature, that, 
next to the Crucifixion of the incarnate Son of God, 
the Sun ever look'd on, the impious Murder ot Charles 
the Firſt, once the lawful Sovereign of theſe King- 
doms, of precious and ever Blefled Memory. A Crime 

it was ſo directly oppos'd to the reveal'd Will of God 
in the Fifrh Commandment, to our great Maſter's Rule 
of Rendring to Cæſar the things that are Cæſar's, and 
to God the things that are God's, and to the Dictates 
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Pierce, a Calamy, or a Hoadly ſuggeſt, any more ſhaken 

off the Guilt of zunoceut Blood from that ugly Action 

_ adhering to it, than the miſerable Fewws bave that hang- 
ing on them, for the Murder of their 7/e/zas ; or from 
their worſhipping of the Golden Calf. . 
A Prince this Day we loſt, and ſuch a Prince as the 


World neither then, nor in many precedent Ages could, 
in many ſucceeding Ages, will be able to Parallel. 
A Prince we loſt, who was the $072 of Nobles ; a Prince 
acknowledged in the Des about the real 3 
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of the Reel Tine of Seortand, when SY his Eon; 


and fabulous Anceſtry was cut off; ; yet. ſtill of the moſt 
ancient Royal Extrattion of any Monarch in the known 
World, and under whoſe Reign theſe Nations, had they 


not been Diabolically infatuated, might have been Peace- 
able and Happy. 


A Prince He was, whoſe Piety to his God, a Jewel, 


too too ſeldom appendant to the Crowns of Princes; 
was ſo Uniform, ſo Fervent, ſo Regular, and his Stea- 


dineſs in the Religion eſtabliſh d in the Church of Eng- 


land, as Reform'd from Popery, that no Purzrantca! 


| W. 2 readles, no Tenger-conſcieng” a Hypocrites, no learned 


or zealous Przeſis or Feſurts, though back'd with all the 


deep. reaching Politicks of Rome, could ever oblige him 
to turn, either to the right Hand or to the left. Yet, as 
our bleſſed Maſter was perſecuted under the odious Cha- 
rafter of an Enemy to Ceſar, and an Enemy to. that ſa- 
cred Law which He Himſelf had given to Moſes, from 
Mount Senad, for the Uſe of his own Church and King- 
dom; firſt, in the Wilderneſs, and afterwards in its 


more ſettled State; tho? none obſerv'd it with that Ex- 


emplary Strictneſs with which He did. 50 as it was ne- 
ceſſary for carrying on thoſe curſed Deſigns which the 


Sons of Belial had then in View, his renn Vicege- 


rent was charg d with Tnclznations to Popery, and re- 
preſented among his eaſily deluded SubjeAs as ſuch ; 


when it's plain from the whole Conduct of his Life, 


that He was as irreconcileable to the Errours of Rome, 
as to thoſe of Scoznnus, Arrius, or Aa homęt. 


Carles the Firſt underſtood Religion throughly, as 
any Man may ſee, who Reads but the Letters that paſs'd 
between Him and Mr. Henderſon at Newcaſtle ; when 


his Majeſty had none to adviſe with or to aſſiſt Him; 
and yet, with the 2w2ſe Merchant, was able, on that 2 


caſion, to bring out of his Treaſures T hings both New 
and Old. It's generally ſuppos'd, that his Journey to 


Spain, en account of the Match propos'd by his Father 
between Him, and the [fanta, was the Ground on 


which they built that Calumny. He was then only Pr2nge 
of Tales, and the Journey perhaps Raſh enough ; but 


the Policy of a States-MHan, and the Civility of a Gen. 
le mau, obliged that Prince to 2 both the Spaniards bp; 


in whoſe Power He was, and tt: he Pope himſelf, without 
1 { 
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whoſe Compliance, it was impoſſible for him to bring 


Matters to a good Iſſue; yet he was fo far from being re- 
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conciled to Popery, that as Capriata, the Writer of the 
_ the Hiſtery of the Ways of Italy, declares, © He return'd 


from Shain into England, carrying with him implaca- 


ble Hatred, grievous Complaints, Revenge and Enmity, 
Inſtead of Friendſhip and a Wife. The Tranſlator of 
which Hiſtory, Henry Earl of Monmouth, in Vindication 


of his dear Maſter's Memory, tells us this Story 


I, who had the Honour to be bred up with this 
hopeful Prince, and who account it my greateſt Hap- 


pineſs to have been known by him, when He was 


King, having heard a Street Report, that this Infanta, 
his then Miſtreſs, was turn'd Lutheran, according to 
2 ; . ©: y 
the gracious Freedom his Majeſty was always pleas'd 


to afford me, JI told him it one Day when he was 
at Dinner; upon the hearing of which, His Ever- 


bleſſed Majeſty was pleaſed to ſay, Harry, If this be 

true, I am confident I know who turn'd her. I de- 
firing to know who it might be, He anſwer'd, Padre 
Rohoſe : This Padre Rohoſe, ſaid his Majeſty, when I 
came to Spain, was Confeſor to the Infanta, and in 


the Abſence of the King's Confeor, was alſo Confel- 


ſor to the King. He was One who gave very dili- 
gent Attendance upon Me when I came firſt into 


Spain, and for Two or Three Months Space never 
fail'd to wait upon me, inſomuch that ſome Acquain- 


| tance being grown between us, He one Day mov'd 
Me, that a Diſputation might be had in Publick, be- 
tween my Chaplains and ſome of the King of Spain“ 


Prieſts, in Point of Religion, affirming, that he knew 
it would be very pleaſing to the [yfanta. I anſwer'd, 


No : Saying, I came not hither to turn or be turn'd 
in my Religion, by any publick Argumentations; nor 


have I any fuch Commiſſion from the King my Fa- 
ther, but rather a Command to the contrary 3 but if 
You, Padre Rohoſe, have any thing to object againſt 


the Religion which I profeſs, I'll give you the Hear- 
ing in private. Padre Rohoſe being glad he had gat 


thus much, began to object ſomewhat againſt the Re- 


ligion profeſs'd in my Father's Dominions, at the be- 


ginning whereof, ſaid the Prince, laying his Hand up- 


4 : 


on the other's Arm, No, Padre Rohofe, this is not the 
» MIN ? * 4 * iS d ; * £ b 
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way; that is to diſpute de on conceſſtis : But let me 
give You an Account of my Faith, and of the Tenents 
of my Religion firſt, and then if you have any thing 
to object, ſpeak your Mind freely. Padre Rohoſe being 


© herewith content, the Prince began, and made him a 


full and true Relation of the Tenents of his Religion, 
which when He had done, Roboſe reply'd, Sir, do 


you believe all this? Yea, ſaid the Prince. And will 


Your Highneſs give me, faid the Father, leave to 


affirm this to others, from your Mouth? Yes, ſaid 
the Prince, do it boldly, for this is the Religion I was 


born and bred up in; the Religion which is profeſs'd 


in my Father's Three Kingdoms, and wherein by the 


Grace of God I am refolv'd to Live and Die. Why 
then, ſaid the Father, for ought I know, Sir, you may 
be ſav'd as well as I. My bleſſed King having told me 


this, I ask'd His Majeſty whether Rohoſe did not ob- 


ject any thing againſt what His Majeity had ſaid ? 
Nat at the preſent, reply'd He, but ſome few Days 
after he took me afide, and began to alledge ſome tri- 


vial Things againſt what he had heard Me ſay; to 


which I gave him ſuch an Anſwer, as I heard no far- 
ther News of Padre Rohoſe for a good while, whereat 


marvelling not a little, I wonder, ſaid the Prince 


one Day in publick, why Padre Rohoſe hath not viſited 
me of late, what is become of him? To which he was 


anſwered by a Whiſper in the Ear, That the Prieſt 


Rohoſe * was forbidden coming any more to the 


Prince's Court, left inſtead of his Converting the 


Prince, the Prince ſhould Convert Him — To which 
Account that worthy Perſon adds, -- Upon the Faith 
of a Chriſtian, and the Word of a Gentleman ; this is 
the full Senſe, and as near as I can remember, the 
very Words his Ever-bleſled Majeſty was pleaſed to 
tell me, which though they wrought nothing upon me 
more than what I formerly knew and did conſtantly 
believe; if they be not able to ſtop the Mouths of 
thoſe ſlanderous Companions, and make them bite 
out thoſe Tongues wherewith they have endeavoured 
to throw Dirt upon the Memory of His Sacred Majeſty; 


** 


ars of Italy, p. 245. 6, 7. 
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© yet at leaſt, his conſtant Perſeverance in that Profeſ: 


* fron, and CO his Faith at his unprecedented 


* Death, methinks ſhould make them do it. 
And indeed, never Marryr in the Primitive Church, 


on Account of that Faith in Chriſt, which he profeſs'd, 
never Founder or Friend of a Commonwealth, on Account 
of his aſſerting the Zzbertzes of hir Fellow-Citizens, dy'd 
more truly for hat Faith which was once delivered to 


the Saints, or in Defence of zhoſe Liberties, than Charles 
the Firſt, of Blefled Memory : In his Days, it was with 


very much Difficulty that only ohe ſingle Perſon, of 


whom there could be any reaſonable Suſpicion of his 


Diſaffection to the Eftabliſh'd Church of England, and 


an Iuclination to Popery, could thruſt Himſelf into a 


Biſhoprick, nor keep himſelf in that high Station with- 


out notorious Lyeng, or abominable Eyui vocation &, and 


He was charged home by that Great and Sound Di- 


vine Laud, then Archbiſhop of Canterbury, a Man of 

ſuch Learning, ſuch Szncerzty, ſuch Vigilauce, and ſuch 
Courage, as were ſufficient to defend the Flock commit- 
ted to his Charge, by the Aſſiſtance of his Heavenly 


Mafter, and to detect and lay open to common View, the 
ſubtle Heretick, the falſe-hearted Hypocrite, and the 
aſurping Impoſtor. F 5 


Charles the Firſt was a Man of that clear Senſe and 
| Underſtanding in Religious Matters, that no Pretender 
to Divinity durſt in his hearing endeavuur to confound 


the Kingdom of Chriſt, or make His Church a meer Ca- 


ſtle in the Air, left naked without Walls or Bulwarks * 


to defend it, or Officers to exerciſe any Authority in it, 


or Forces to maintain it againſt Aggreſſors: None 


dar'd in his Days openly to Deny, or Write againft the 


Eternal Didviuity of the Son of God, or Countenance or 


Protect ſuch Arhe?/tical Wretches, as dared to attempt 


any ſuch thing; nor were thoſe connived at who durſt 
diſcard God the Holy Ghoſt out of the Unzty of the Eter- 
nal Trenity : And indeed, Religion was then ſo care-_ 
Tully guarded againſt all the Encroachments of Hereſy, 


Schiſm and Infidelity ; and the Canons of the Convocation 
in the Year Forty, were ſo well pointed againſt the 
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* Gudman of Glenceſter. 
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Deſigns of any ſuch Church under miner, that the Li- 
bertine Party of thoſe Days could as little endure the 
Severe Honeſty of that, as thoſe of the ſame Strain can 
the moſt reaſonable Debates of a Connocation in theſe 
Days; and no pretended Convert would then have been 
receiv'd into the Boſom of a Hritiſh Biſhop, or have been 
ſupported in his Pretences againſt Men of more Probity, 
Learning and Sincerity than Himſelf or his Patrons, 
without having given full Satisfaction to the ſober Re- 
ligious World, of the Integrity of his Prenceples, the 
 Uprighineſs of his Converſation, or a full Renuncation 
of Popery, in all it Branches and Dependencies. 
That Great Prince had a right Notion of Conſczerice, 
and what monſtrous Deſigns they had in View, who 
pleaded ſo hard for Lilerty of Concert or Opinion, or fil. 
ling the World with the numerous Maggots of their 
own Brain; and when that Rebe/lzons Force, under which 
He lay, had brought Him to comply with the then ram- 
part innovating Humour which then prevail'd, that Com- 
liance was One of thoſe Errors which burden'd his 
humble tender Soul, when he faw the fatal Conſequences 
of ſuch a Liberty. Nay, the Presbyter:ans themſelves 
were ſo ſenfible of the Miſchiefs ariſing from it, that 
Mr. Edwards, one as hot as the worſt of them in over- 
turning the Polity of the Epiſcopal Ergli/ſh Church, 
could not but confeſs that there had been more Falſe 
Dottrines, Hereſies and Blaſphemy, broach'd in theie 
Kingdoms in four Years of Liberty, than ever had been 


r . ͤ yk y 


heard of during the whole Government of ©Prelate:. " 
Men of real Policy always expected ſuch Things would FF y 
follow on the Repeal of Penal Laws, only Armies and a = 
Mob could wiſh for looſning the Golden Reins of Go- tt 
vernment in earneſt : And we need not doubt but the 1 
fame Cauſes will duly produce the ſame Effects. 5 
Charles the Firſt was conſtant, and by no means to be —_ 
diverted from performing all the o:9ward Duties of Ne- 77 
ligzon. He knew very well that Prezerices to Religlom, pl 
dit hout Siucerity, are of very little Advantage to 4 of 
Man's ſelf, that it was not the ſencere Unbelieyer or Fer- * 
ſecutor, but the ſincere Chriſtian, who was really in the ſo 
Favour of his God; and therefore that He might prove UE 


Himſelf really ſuch a ſincere Chri/tzan, He, according to * 
that indiſpenfible Rule of his Maiter, ez hg Lzght b an 
| or 95 bine ov 


— * 
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bine before Men, that all might ſee his good Works; and 
glorify his Father who was' in Heaven, He believ'd, 
as ſome poor weak Men of old, that the Authority of the 
Church and its lawful Governors under Chriſt was con- 
ſiderable, that the Sycesſſion of thoſe Governours were 
certain and uninterrupred ; that they had Power to receive 
the humble Confefſrons of Penitent Sinners; that upon 
ſuch Confeflion they were enabled, by that Armhorztty 
committed to them by their great Maſter, in his Place, 
and in his Name, to Ablolve them ehectually, and as 
effectually to cenſure and exclude from the Communion 
of the Chriſtian Church all ſuch as wl diſorderly in 
it, while they pretended to be Members of it. He, with 
all pious Antiquity, believ'd he 'Keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, in the Apoſtles, to be delegated to all the lac 
ful Paſtors and Governonrs of the Church; ſo that 
awhoſeſocver Sins they ſhould remit, they awere remitted, 
and whoſeſvever they ſhould retain, ſhould be retain'd 
nor could He believe that ſuch a Sybordznate Furiſd- 
Hon exercis'd was any more an fur pation upon the Re- 
galities of Chriſt in his own Kingdom, or any more in- 
ferr'd Infallibility in ſuch as preſided in the Church, 
than the Government of Temporal Kings and Princes, in 
their proper Dominions takes off from God's eternal Go 
derument of the World; or proves that they aſcribe to 
themſelves all the Attributes Eſſential to the divine 


Name. 3 BR. 1 
This great Prince build ing upon ſich Principles, liv'd 1 
the Life of a Saint, tho' in an Age corrupt encugh : He = 
was always in 4 Temper fit to attend upon his God in 1 
a fincere and humble Devotion, his Mind {ſo fix'd upon 1 
the great Object of them, that the moſt ſurpriſing ſhock- 1 
ing News in the World could work no 22/ible Diſturbance it 
in Him. He was no Swearer, no Curſer, nor did Ne ever 15 
encourage his Attendants to give up their Strength 70 4 
More c, or to break their Marriage Vows by his Exam- 1 
ö ple; Purity, Chaſtity and Sobriety, were the Ornaments 4 
| of his Throne, and indeed every Virtue which could ren- 1 
7 der him 'glorious, either a5 4 Man or as a Monarch, were ke 
: ſo conſpicuous in Him, that many of his Enemies would 1 


only object againſt Him, that He was zoo good a Man to 
4 be a King ; and therefore it was no wonder that a wicked 
8 and ingrateful Generation would not permit him to reign 
4 over them. 5 . Failings 
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10 A SERRMON Preach'd on the 
Failings doubtleſs He had, He was but a Man, and 
Humane Nature was never exempted from them but 
ance; but thoſe Failures were ſo ſmall, that in a private 
\ Perſon they'd have been utterly unknown, and among 
all the Temptations of a troubleſome Greatneſs and 
Power, were much more than Excuſeable :- And when 
we look upon the great, and rruly Royal Endowments of 
Auf . ee were ſo many, as might among Men of 
Thought and Reaſon, have well atton'd for greater Er- 
rors than He ever was acquainted with; Juſtice, Cle. 
meucy, Lope, Prudence, Courage, each ſtriving to out- 4 
ſhine the other in his Sacred Breaſt; only we may ſay, 01 
his Lone and Clemency, as being more Popular Virtues, . 


N g. A g. S rr! 


were more conſpicuous than the reſt, that all might un- tt! 
derſtand his deſire was with Cyrus in Xenophon, Ta Lee d 
eralaornide. S ννEj«]nt 1 coompe;, rather to ſhew ff c! 
Himſelf a Friend to all Mankind, than a Victorious and B 
Skilful Warriour ; and tho he might exert his Power and m 
Authority ſometimes as compell'd by the neceſſity of his ol 
Affairs ; yet Goodneſs and Sweetneſs were his Darling N 
Talents, and all his Subjects, while they permitted him 5 x 
to live in Peace, were happy Partakers of them ; 
But to what end ſhould I repeat theſe things? Only 0 
they aggravate the greatneſs of that Loſs we on this Day 2h 
ſuſtain d; of the Sin we this Day do or ſhould bewail, Ce 
and to which we owe all the Aſiſcarriaget of the Sons o Ka 
this great Murder d Martyr, and all the Calamities theſe 6 
Nations have ever ſince, and do at this Day, groan under. tl 
Charles the Martyr of this Day fell; alas! He fell, a Prince 5 
ſo great, ſo good, fell by the bloody and inhumane Hate 8 
and Treachery of raging Rebels. For Him we may take B 
up the Lamentation of holy Dadid over murder'd Abner. * fa 
Thy Hangs: were not hound, nor thy Feet put anto Fetters, Ir 
45 a Man falleth before wicked Men, jo falleſt thou —— 6 


For ſo excellent a Perſon to have been cut off before his re 
Time by Blood -thirſty QMaſfines, had been a lamentable te 
Accident: But for ſo excellent a Monarch to be miirder'd Fe 
by the rebellious Fury, and inſatiate Malice of his own 
N 

it 


angrateful Servants and Suljectt, is a Sin ſo monſtrous, as 
no Words can expreſs; no honeſt Heart conceive it. 
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Could Piety and Virtue have enſur'd his Life, He might 
have been immortal; but when Rebellious Humours 


have once gain'd the Helm, Piety and Virtue are but the 
Marks for malicious Wickednefs to be level'd at. But I 


han; t at preſent take any further into the Afhes of thoſe 
Whoſe Hands were dipp'd in the Innocent Blood of their 
incomparable Sovereign; the very Duſt of them is enough 
to ſcatter Poi ſon, and to. infect an otherwiſe healthy Na- 
tion; this only I'll fay of them T hey kindled themſelves 


a Fire; They delighied themſelves in the Sparks Hit, 


and this the Ringleaders of them have had at the Hands 
of Cod; They have lain down in Sorrow. 


But had not Dine Fuſtice for the Puniſhment of 
theſe ingrateful Nations, permitted the Perpetration of ſo 
deteſtable a Villainy, all the Powers of Hell, in the 


_ cloſeſt Combination, could never have effected it; our 
Buſineſs therefore is to reflect upon thoſe Sins which 
mov'd an incens'd God to puniſh Us in ſo ſevere. a Man 
ner, by the remorſelefs Hands of wicked and ungodly 
Men. Within the Memory of many now livipg, we 


might have taken up the lamentable Prophets Complaint; 
* Our Fathers have ſinned and are not, and we have 


horn their Inzquitzes : Servants have rul'd over Us, and 
there were none to deliver Us out of their Handi: Prin- 
ces Were hang d up, and the Faces of Elders were not Bo- 


noured; Yea, the Crown is fallen from our Heads, Wo 


unto Us for We have ſinued! -— It was for our Faults 
that the Breath of our Noſtrils, the Anointed of the Lord 
was taken in their Net, of whom We ſaid, under his 
Shadow We ſhall live in Peace--- Pride and Fullneſs of 


Bread, Luxury and Laſciviouſneſs, Contempt of God's 


ſacred Word and Ordinances, and Miniſters, a general 


Indifference as to all the Duties of Chriſtianity, Sedition, 


Strife, Idleneſs, Hypocriſy, Prophaneneſs, Atheiſm, He- 
reſy, Schiſm, Univerſal I.ibertiniſm, and a vile Pre- 


tence to add to the Grandeur of their excellant Sove- 


rei gu, and to ſtrengthen the Reformation, were then, 


be the unpariionable Sins of theſe 1 1015 Kingdoms. 
Now in an Age ſo degenerate and Wicked, whether 
it were the greater Vhappineſs for our Selves, or Hap- 


Lam, v. 7% cc. 


N J wiſh they were not ſtill the crying, and it may 
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pineſi to that Pious Soul to e call d Home by his great a 
Lord and Maſter, may not be very eaſy to determine. 7 
Had He liv'd, He might with Moſer have ſtood in the Gap ti 
bettveen God's Anger and N; or as Aaron with the Sa- 7 
cred Incenſe of his fervent Prayers, have ſtopp'd the N 
Plague of Rebellion from ſpreading, and it may be the 0 
Adeſtrong Angel from thoſe Ruins in which we were =. 
quickly involv'd: But his r2ghreons Soul, as that of Lot 0 
in Sodom, muſt from Day to Day hade been vex'd with = 
o exceſs of Wickeancſs ; But He was taken from the u 
Evil to come, and wears now a brighter Diadem than e 
this lower World could have beftow'd upon Him; and v 
we, fince his Apotheoſis, have, as we deſerve, drank off m 
the 22ry Dregs of God's Diſpleaſure, and his dreadſul TG - 
Hand is ftretch'd out againſt Us ſtill. God was pleas d, v 
it's true; in à miraculous manner, to reſtore to their own | n 
juſt Rights he Song of our Martyr d Sovereigu, and ti 
_ with-them lent Us a Blefed Peace and Proſperity, if 8 
Me had but Hearts to make uſe of them; He was pleas'd * 
to try if his Goodneſs could draw Us to Repentance, but p 
how we us'd his Bleſſings, how ingratefully and impi- 0 


douſly We treated the Hezrs of that great and religious t 
Monarch, how We have fomented thoſe Helliſh Priuci- 7 
ples of Faction and Rebellion, which had let looſe all J. 
the Infernal Agents of Darkneſs before, as all who have b 
any Senſe of Religion or Loyal Virtue too well under- r 
ſtand at preſent. So Poſterity, when Men ſhall dare to I 
ſpeak truth, tho' Burnet's Hiſtory, if it ever ſee the t 
. Light, may poiſon Mens Thoughts with Falſe hood and 1 
Prxejudices, will Read and Hear with Horrour and t. 
'Amazement* t . OD t. 
It might have been reaſonably expected, that when 9 
God had given us rhe deſire of our Eyes, at leaſt fo p 
many of Us as are Chriſti ant, by ſetting the Imperial p 
Crown upon the 2. Herr's Head, that we ſhould u 
2 


| have return'd our Praiſes to Heaven in a Manner agree | 
able to ſuch wonderful Mercies, in bringzng forch : 
Fruits meet for Repentance, in avoiding all thoſe Ex- 3 
travagancies in Sin which had ſo juſtly expos'd Us to C 
Vengeance, and in a ſtrict care never to ſhake off Obedz- 7 
ence to the Laauful Scbereigu any more; tho' any of the 2 
Sons Belial, either from the Pulpit, or from the For, 4 
ould endeavour to trapan us into ſuch fatal 'Miſchiefs J 


again. 
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again. But, alas! Ingratitude, the Propagation of falſe 
Principles both in Religion and Politics, the Repeti- 
tion of our Crimes, and a Jeſuitical Zeal to increaſe A. 
theiſm and Tndifferency in Religion, as knowing ſuch 
Methods muſt bring Us at laſt to Center either in Po- 

pery or downright Paganiſm, are the only returns we make 
to a gracious God]; ſo that inſtead of being better'd by 
our Sufferings, we only learn to add Sin to Sin for our De- 
liverance, and our National Guilt is ſo loud and crying, that 
unleſs we make haſt and Repent, and Amend our Ways, 
even thoſe Who have thus. Vas e ſhall all ike- 

wile periſh. That therefore we may remove thoſe Judg- 
ments which we now feel, and prevent thoſe which we 
cannot but fear, That the Spirit of Giddineſs now pre- 
vailing among Us even to Madneſs, may loſe its confound- 
ing Influences, and that we may before it's too late re- 
turn to Senſe and Sobriety, let us not ſet up our Reſt 
upon the Reſverzes of Nowices, Schiſmaticks, Hereticks 
Feſuits or Atheiſts; nor believe any ſuch are able to 
preſcribe Us Antzdores againſt the ſhameleſs Vices and 

Corruptions of the Age: But let Us apply our ſelves zo 
the Law, and to the Teſtimony, and aflure our ſelves, that 
F any ſpeak not to Us according to them, it is becauſe 
the Light ts not in them; and that therefore they are 
by no means to be the G24es of Conſcience, or the Di- 
rector of Human unprejudiced Reaſon or Common Senſe. 
Let Us every One of Us in our particular Stations, to 
the utmoſt of our power, Promote Right Juſtice and 
Faithfulneſs ; the former Parts of our Duty are, or ought 
to be, theconſtant Subject of their Labours who are true 
to that Commiſion which they have in a lawful and re 

_ gular way recetv'd from Heaven. The latter, ſuch Op- 

portunities as theſe give Us the beſt Opportunities to 
preſs upon our Auditories, which Ifhall do at preſent 
upon that ground laid down in the Text, For, Hat ſo 

es the Will of God, that with Well doing, We may pus 

o filence the Tenorance of fooliſh Men . 

I be whole Senſe runs thus Smit your ſelves to every 
Ordinance of Man, for the Lord's ſałke; Whether it be 
ro the King as Supreme, or unto Governours, as thoſe 
who are ſent by him for the Puniſhment of Evil Doers, 

and for the Praiſe of them who if el 5 for ſo ig the 
Hill of God, &c. e Nw 
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Though our bleſſed Lord and Saviour came, as he told 


Kis Difciples, — Nor to ſend Peace into the World but 
4 Sword yet without any Contradiction to that Decla- 

ration, we know that hzs Geſpel is a Goſpel of Peace, and 
according to it all Chr:/tzans are charg'd by the Apoſtle 


, —-To follow Peace with all Men, and Holineſs, with- 


ent aohich none can ſee God. That Chriſt ſent a Sword 
Into the World appear'd, becauſe, after the Goſpel 


Preach'd, 'as all Hearts were not equally prepar'd for it, 
the Vabelieving Son was ready to impeach, nay, to 


murder his Belzeazng Father, and the bigortted Father 
Da Son, on the ſame Account; And becauſe the Pro- 
feſſors of Truth were frequently hated by the reſt of the 
World, ſlain by the Sword, and perſecuted by the Ene- 
mies of it with all ſorts of Barbarity. But for his o., 


Followers, He gave them another Rule, illuſtrated by 


his own bleſſed Example, He was oppres'd and he was 
 afflifted, yet he opened not his Mouth, when he was 
Neviled, He Revil'd not again, but referr'd himſelf to 
the Great Judge of all things; He refus'd the Aſſiſt- 
© ance of his own zealous Diſciple, when drawing his Sword 
in his Defence, againſt a Band of violent Perſecutors who. 
fought his Life, and fo He would have all thoſe who 
profefs Faith in Him to do on a like Occafion 
| When the Emperors of Rome, thoſe who govern'd a 
great Part of the then known World, in an arbitrary 
Manner, raged againſt the Church of Chriſt, in a furious 


Manner, triumphing every Day in the Blood of ſlaugh- 


ter'd Saints, one, guided only by the dictates of Hoad- 
 tetan Reaſon, would have thought that Chr:/tzans might 


have ſtood upon their Guard, and have repelled Force 
with Force, though they had not been Aggreſſors, fince 
they wanted neither Numbers, nor Courage, nor Com- 


mander; But they had no Bzſhops in thoſe Days, to 
tell them that t was a $7, in fuch Circumſtances at 
leaſt, Not ro ſtand up in defence of their Liberties and 
Properties againſt ſuch Princes, however lawfully 


coming to the Throne, whoſe Principles would always 


engage them to root our all the followers of Chriſtianzty. 
And the Apoſtles were moſt careful to teach all thoſe 
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under their Care to Obey and ſubmit to thoſe very 
Emperors. They fear'd leaſt the Suggeſtions of corrupt 
and inflextble Nature, and of falſe Pretenders to 
Apoſtleſhip, ſhould prevail againſt the Principles and 
Perſnaſives of ſmcere Chriſtianity, and the faithful 
Preachers of it, ſo far, as to exciteRebe!lions or Inſurr- 
eftions againſt lauul Aut hority, under Pretence of Self 
Prefervation, and extreme Neceſſity. To this Purpoſe St. 
Paul wrote to the Romans, —That every Soul ſhould 
be ſubject to the higher Powers — And tho it might 
have been objected that the Powers then in being, or 
legally the Higheſt, were Enemies to God himſelf, ex- 
ceedingly Tyranical, and intolerably Infolent, He 
makes no Allowances for any ſuch Conſiderations, fer 
there i no Power but of God, and the Powers that be 
are ordain d of God, and therefore in ſpight of all Cavils, 
 evhoſoeper ſhall reſiſt the Powers then in being would re- 
faſt the Ordinance of God, and they who ſhould ſo reſiſt 
2 recti de to themſelves Damnation, not a Damna- 
tory Sentence to ſome tempo ral Penalty, but Damnation 
to that eternal Fire prepar'd for the Devil and his An 
gels; and St. Peter's Doctrine here is of Submiſſion to 
Thoſe who are God's Subſtitutes, but rightfully and law- 
fully ſet over us. Which Doctrine is true, and Obedience 
according to it, to all lawful Princes of 2vhar Religion, 
and at what Zime ſocder, is neceſſary to Salvation. Truth 
is Truth, and neither doth nor can change its Nature, 
though the Governing Hands be never ſo often chang d. 
Such Apoſtolzcal Inſtructions we are oblig'd to follow, + 
for that very plain Reaſon laid down in our Text, 
—for that ſo zs the will of God, that with well doing we 
may put to ſilence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men — From 
which Words we obſerve, _ VVV 
3 Firſt, That there are and ever have been a Generation 
A of Ignorant and fooliſh Men, who impute it to the Doc- 
trine of Feſus Chriſt, that ar teaches, or at leaſt Al. 
| lows of forcible reſiſtance te the juſt and lawful Autho- 
| Tety of the Civil Magiſtrate. „ 
GSGiecondly, That the exemplary Submiſſion of Chriſti- 
ans to the juſt Authority of the Civil Majeſtrate, as itis 
- | the beſt viſible Evidence of their being Chriſtians, as they 
| call themſelves, ſo its the only Means to take off the fore 
- mentioned ſcandal from the Religion, and effeually to ut 
to Silence the Tencrance of ſuch fooliſh Men. Third- 
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— Thirdly, That to make 'nſe)of 'this Means to ſilence ir 
 fuchIgnoranceof fooliſh Men at pretend that Chriſt's Reli- 2 

| gion allows Reſiſtance againſtthe juſt Authority of the Lav Ir 
Ful Ciil Magiſtrate, 2s doing well according to the Will N 

of God, — for ſo is the Mill of God, that with well dozng li 


n 


n the 


— 


2 Jl 


” 


we may put to ſilence the Tenorance of fooliſh Men. coc 
Firſt, We are to ſhow that there are a Generatzon of 10 


Ignorant and fooliſh Men, and focliſhbecauſe Tenorant, who je 
have in all Ages imputed to he Religion of Jeſus Chriſt th 


that it teaches, or at leaſt allows of forcible Reſiſtance ro ev 

the juſt and L,awful Authority of the Civil Magiſtrate. ti 

38 Our Saviour Himſelf, the Great Example as well as the 6 
=. __ Great Monarch and T,awgzver of his Church, could not I ha 
== eſcape this Scandal, for though the Jews murmur'd as 1 ;7, 
x much as a perverſe and ill-humour'd People could againſt de 
the Government of the Romans who had conquer'd them, Ch 

yet they could not forbear accuſing Haim before Plate Þ 

the Roman Governaour, in thoſe Words, —- We found eve 


this Fellow perverting the Nation, and forbidding to the 
_ give Tribute to Ceſar, and ſaying that he hamſelf is the 
_ Chriſt a King every Particular of which Accuſation to 


br | | 1 | was falſe, AS they knew well enough, but it was an Ac- {ou 
|, =—=——_ cufation neceſſary to render the Innocent Jeſus odious to 5M 
LE thethen ſuperior Powers, and by that means to free them- the 
1 ſelves as they thought, from a very dangerous Enemy; exp 
= kor, the Bleed Feſus was ſo far from perverizng the Na- ſes 
SY tion as to Religious Matters, that he alone gave the Peo- , 

# ple a right Notion of the meaning of the Law of Moſes, whe 

it and a compleat Pattern of Obedience to it, where the pro 

. Seribes and Phariſees which ſate in Moſes Seat perverted int 

SEE his Doctrine with putid and impertinent Glofles, and | thre 


being ind Leaders of the blind, tumbled with them / 
— 4 headlong into the Ditch, and fer them ſuch ugly Exam I don 
3 ples in their Lives and Converſations, as could only tend eith 
1 to Ruin; as to Civil Affairs, this Jeſus was fo far from the. 
torbidding to pay Tribute to Cæſar, that He though Þ upo1 
proving himſelfFree, and conſequently exempt from ſuch ee 
| Burdens, was ſo far from adminiſtring Occaſion of Offence Þ not 
ji to thoſe who were without, and underitood not the Na- er te 
12 ture of that freedom he was born to, that he work daa Þ mig] 
4 . Miracle to pay his own and Peter's Share, and preclud- Þ Ge; 
ed all pretences from ſuch a Ples of unapproachable Li- 
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| berty aud Property for ever, by that truly Divine Max- 
im, — Render io Ceſar the Things that are Ceſar, 


and to God the things that are Gods And if, accord- 


ing to the WY of Bangor's ridiculous and ſenſeleſs 


Notion, our Lord was ſo far from founding a Kingdom 


like other great Conquerors and Monarchs, that ſhould 


continue upon Earth, that He neither appointed any 


ſubordinate Governours to manage it, to whom his Sub- 


jects were deciſively to ſubmit or who might give an au- 


thentick obliging Interpretation of his Laws, nor has 


ever ſince his Aſcent into Heaven, interpoſed in one Par- 


ticular or other, in Matters tending to the Unity, the 


Government, or the Doctrine of his Church, if the Jews 
had entertain'd any Notion of the Kingdom of Chriſt of 
this kind, or Pilate had underſtood Him fo when he 
declar'd, that his Kingaom was not of this World, the 
Charge that He faid He himſelf was Chriſt a King, 
woulp have been the moſt infipid and impertinent that 
ever was offer'd againft any Man in the World ; But tho' 
the Enemzcs of our Saviour were perverſe enough, yet 
they had not among them Arhezſts or Libertines enough 

or 


to cry up Nonſenſe, or celebrate Heretical Nhhimſies 


ſound and ediſying Chriſtian Doctrine. 


Thoſe Who treated Our bleed Maſter ſo roughly, us'd | 


the molt eminent of his Followers no better, nor did the 


expect better Uſage z hence the Oratour Zertillus accu- 


ſes St. Paul, as A peſtzlent Fellow and mover of Se- 
dition among the Jeu throughout the IWorld -— yet 
when the .Zpoſtle challenged them if they could to 
prove any ſuch Thing againſt him, they tell ſo ſhort 
in their Proofs that their Envy and Malice ſhone quite 


| thro' them, and neither Zy/ias the chief Captain, nor 
Felix, nor FeſIus could find any Thing, when they had 
| done their worlt, that could reuder Him jaſtiy obuoædouy 


either to Death or Bonds. Indeed the Generality of 


the Hearhen World knew no greater Blot they could ſtic k 
upon the Servants of the True God, than to repreſent 
| them as Enemies to worldly Governments, who would 
not ſo much as allow any over whom they had any Pow- 
er to ſpeak Ew! of Dignirtes, how much ſoever they 
might ſuffer by them; Hence when the neighbouring 
6 B 


entiles had a mind to prevent the re-edifying of the 
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18 A SERMON Preach'd on the 
Temple of God at Jerusalem, and the Reparation of 
their Walls, ſo they write to Artaxeræer, — The Fews 


who came up from thee to us are come unto Jeruſalem, 


building rhe rebellious and bad City — Be it known un- 
to the King, that if this City be built and the Walls 
ſet tip again then they muſt not pay Toll, Tribute nor 


Cuſtom, and thou ſhalt endamage the Revenue of the 
King, Now becauſe we have maintenauee from the 


King's Palace, and it was not meet for us to fee the 
King Diſhonour, therefore hade ce ſent and certified 
the King, that ſearch be made in the Book of the Re- 
cord of thy Father, fo ſhalt thou find and know thats 
this City ts a rebellious City and hurtful unio*Kings and 
| Prominces, and that they have moy'd Sedition wwithits 
the ſame of old time; for which Carſe this City was 


deftrog'd ; And g certify the King, that rf this City 0 
Le built again aud the Malle thereof fer up, by thes . 


means thou ſhalt have no part nor portion on this ſids 
the Rizer— -* All which Information the King or his 


Miniſters confirm for Truth. Such again was the Accu- 


ſation laid againſt Ananlat, Azarias and Mifael, and 


that laid againſt Daniel, and ſuch Motives fet the Kings 


of Syria againſt the Jenes, theſe all refuſed to perform 
the ſinful Commands of their Sovereigns, and thoſe ſin- 


ful Commands only, and therefore were dealt with as 


Enemies, as. if they were ready to head any Rebellion 
or Inſurrection whatſoever, as if the real Fear of the 
True God could not conſiſt with all uſeful Fidelity to 
the Civil Government, yet while ſound Religion flou- 
riſh'd among the Jews they were the beſt of Sub jccte, 
and the moſt ready to ſerve their aπm u] Maſters, and 
when Obedzence to Ged began to grow cut of Faſhion, 
they preſently brake out into Fatlions, Rebellion and 


Izſurrectious againſt their Lareſil Rylers, and were rea- 


dier to ſubmit to the vileſt of Men than to them. 


This Charge of Rebellions Tnclinations, nay, and 
Practices too, being proſecuted with the utmoſt Violence 
and Malice, againſt the Pemitige Chriſtians, was the 


Reaſon why the Father and Biſhops of the Church, 
ſuch as Juſtin Martyr, Tertullian, and others, took fo 


much care to wife off thoſe ſcandalous Aſpertions thrown 
upon them by the Armen Politicians, The Ground 


in leed of thoſe abominable Calumnies, next to the Me- 
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lice of the Church's great Enemy the Devil, was the 
Refuſal of Chriſtians, upon the Commands of their Em- 
perors, or any of their ſubſtzruted Governours to offer 
Sacrifices to heir olg, or to Devils, to leave their 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, or to defiſt from the farther Propaga- 
tion of the Goſpel, and the equally Helliſh Doctrines of 
| the Gnoſtzcks, and all ſuch pretended Chriſtians. As to for. 
bearing thePropagation of the Goſpel, which the blind and 
obſtinate Fews drove at, the 3 and their Followers 
had well learn'd that it was their Duty fo obey God ra- 
ther than Men, they knew that being aſhamed to confe's 
Chriſt and him crucified, was to make him their great 
future Judge, to beaſham'd of, and deny them at the laſt 
Day, which was thought ſomewhat worſe than to forfeir 
the Favour of any Emperor, King, or Sovereign Govern- 
ment whatſoever, and they were fully convinced that 
Chriſtiauity and Jdolatry were as inconſiſtent one with 
another as Light and Darkneſs, or as Hell and Heaven. 
The Grnoſticks indeed of the earlzeſt Times, were like 
the Fanaticks of the preſent Age, the Scum of Mankind 
as rational Creatures, and the Scandal of all Religion, 
Natural or Revealed; They could never bear the Bur- 
then of the Croſs, they believ'd that to preſgrve them- 
elves from that Danger, they might make uſe of any 
Methods whatſoever, that they might depoſe Kings, 
overturn Governments, oppoſe Civil Magiſtrates, do 
any thing, /azofz] or unldtuful, for Self-preſervation, as 
the unhappy Majority of the Jabs, who were for de- 
ſtroying the Lord of Life and Glory, leaſt the Romans - 
ſhould come upon them and deſtroy their Name and 
Nation. Now when thoſe who made à lind of Profeſ- 
fion of Chriſtianity, ated and preached in direct Con- 
tradiction to the Example and Doctrine of our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt, and his holy Apoſtles, and their more im- 
mediate Followers, when they ſtudied in earneſt ro turm 
the Morld upſide down, when they perſuaded, or endea- 
vour'd to perſuade the World, that all Power, wherher 
Speretual or Temporal, was originally in the People, 
and that they might reſume it again, to the dicating 
or murdering of thoſe Princes and Governours whom 
they were pleas'd to repute, or at leaſt to fh ct them 
tor Tyrante, when they made themſelves Judges, either 
colletively or repreſentatively ef the Adminſtration of 
their /awf/] Superiors, and would make that which they 
call'd Liberty and Progerty, a Matter of fo extraording - 
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ry Importance, that they'd hoe it quite away, in order 
to preſerve it, or willingly become Slaves to their own 
worthleſs Servants and Creatures, rather than pay juſt 


and regular Obedience, to their lawf! Superiore. When 


nnubelieverns States and Kingdoms ſhould find ſuch Do 


ctrines as theſe propagated and defended by ſuch as 


call'd themſelves the moſt Knowing, and the ſtrifteſt 


Profeſſors of Chriſtianity; or that any of their B:/hops 
or Presbyters Thould defend ſuch Principles, what 


Thoughts muſt they preſently entertain of thoſe of the 
aner Sort, or of lower pretences! And who could 


tion 


out 


into 


nom 


raged ina Chriſtian Nation. FR 
Tn all ſuch Caſes, in which the external Polity of the 


blame them if they endeavour'd by the ſevereſt Profecu- 
to root all ſuch Wretches, by what Means ſoever, 
of the Czozlz2'd World? We know when we look 


the La and the Goſ cl, but of one ſort of true 


_ Chriſtaans, if theſe may be allow'd of under that De- 


ination, there may be as many as the B ſho of Ban- 


Lor talks of; all odious to {ſuch as have any true ſenſe of 


Religion, and wholly unfit to be countenanc'd or encou- 


Romans or other Empires were concern'd, none were 
more Peaceable, none more Subm iſſive, nor any more 


_ effefiually loyal to their Pagan and Perſecuting Goder- 
ors, than the ſincere and undiffembling Chriſtians, 
none ſerv'd them more faithfully, nor defended them a- 


gainſt their Enemies more bravely, or with more ſteady 


Reſolution than tHcy. Hence Tertullian boldly anſwers 


the Accuſation of Pagan Emperors, Corrticrs, or others 


We are caluminated as Z7a7tors, ſays he, tothe 


* Emperor; Jet never was any Chriſt ian found fiding with 
* Albinus, Niger, or Caſſnis, No, they were Thoſe, 


£ 


who but a few Days before had {worn by the Deity of 


* their Emperors. I hole who pretended to Vow and 


offer Hecatombs for their Safety, and thoſe who had 


often condemn'd peor Chriſtans as Traztors, were 
* themſelves prov'd the greateſt Traztors at laſt. So 


| thoſe who had taken mighty pains to prove the Bz2/Þo' 5 
and lawful Clergy of the Church of England, Enemzes 
to the Crown, and Eucroachers upon the Royalties of 


it, as the Puritans before the great Rebellion; and 


h 
4 ne 5 


_ thoſe who profeſs'd a Spererogatory Loyalty to that un- 
y Prince King Fames Il, beyond what the GE. 


ons of the Church cf Ergland ever talk'd of, vs. 
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the Presbyterians, Tndependants, Anabaptiſts, &c. © 
prov'd the molt notorious Rebels, Traitors, Murderers, 
and irrecoucileable Enemzes of all others; and, by their 
Principles,, v2 and mnſt always be ſo zo juſt and la v- 
Jul Powers, and will prove themſelves ſuch, whatever 
ſome Libertine Heads would perſwade us to the contra- 
ry, ſo ſoon as ever they have an opportunity. A Chriſt 
ian, as the Father goes on, is, 1:0 Man's Enemy, much 
eſs the Em eror's, whom, as he nom to be ordain'd and 
fet over him by God, He could not but Love, Rever- 
_ ence, Honour, and pray for him And the ſame Father 
again, in another place, expreſſes Himſelf thus — We 
* Chriſtians caſting upour Eyes and ſpreading our Hands 
toward Heaven becauſe Innocent, Uncoveringour Heads 
as having no need to bluſh at the Action; having no 
* Occaſion for a Monitor, every one praying for himſelf 
* fincerely and from his Heart, make Interceſſion for all 
* Emperors begging of God for them a Long Life, a 
quiet Government, a ſafe Houſe, quiet Armies, a faith- 
ful Senate, honeſt Subjects, and a peaceable World; 
* nay, whatſoever he could defire for Himſelf either as 


an Emperer or a Man. | 
Our Saviour who knew all things, and his Apoſtles who 
thro the aſſiſtance of the holy Spzr27, foreſaw how bu- 
ſy the Devil would be to render the Profeonrs of the 
Gase odious to the Heathen, and the ſoundeſt Chriſt- 
ians to the perverted World, have by frequent Commands . 
and Exhortations excited and obliged Chriſtians to a 
blameleſs and untainted Loyalty: They would not have 
the bleed Goſpel of Peace diſſolve Human Society, but 
ſtrengthen it; nor evacuate the Power of the Civ Ma- 
giſtrate, but confirm t: Hence beſide that golden Rule 
of our Saviour before mention'd, St. Paul exhorts that 
—- FHinſt of all Supplications and Prayers, and Inter- 
con, and giving of Thanks, be made for all Men; for 
Kings and All who are in Authority, that under them 
He may live quiet and feacealle Lines in all Godlineſs. 
aud Honeſty. Now Snpplications, and Prayers, and In 
terceſſons, and giving of Thanks, will never be made 
heartily and fincerely by meer pretended Chriſtians, 
whatever ſhew they may make of it, for the belt of 
Princes; therefore St. Paul was certainly a Stranger to 
the Sprrer and Genius of the Goſpe!, when He impoſed 
tal. Rule; and I'm afraid, under the Penalty of Erern?; 
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a Damnation upon ſuch Perſons, as by virtue of Chriſtian 
Liberty, mightlay claim to all the Privileges of Chriſt- 


1anity without regarding any ſuch Duties. But it's very 


plain that the Apoſtc, poor weak man! thought all Peo- 
ple were more likely to live quiet aud peaceable Limes 
under Governours ſo aflifted with the Prayers of their 


Subjects, than under ſuch as might be always in Danger 
of being call'd before a High Court of Juſtice, who were 


no more but only the Truſtees of the People, and not of 
God, and whoſe Subjects were under ſuch bleſſed Ze q,. 
ers as would inſtruct them to Cavil and find Fault with, 
and ſtudy by what forcible meaſures to reſiſt them, when 


_a Number of them ſhou'd jadiciouſſy conclude that they 
intended a general invaſion upon their Liberties and 
Properties, neither of which they could lay any claim to, 
but under the Protection of the woluntary Laws and 
Grants of their prudent and condeſcending Governours. 


St. Peter, whom thoſe of the Roman Com mimi om 
would fain recommend to Us as the Patron of Rebellion 


in the molt earneſt and forcible Terms beſceches thoſe 


to whom He writes Zo hade their Converſations hon- 
eſt among the Gentzles, that whereas, adds He, * they 
peak againſt you as Evil goers, they may by your good 


orks which they ſpall behold, glorific God in the 


day of their viſitation — Now the Gentzles ſpoke. 


againſt Chriſtiaus as Evil doers only under that appre- 
henſion, that they were Enemies to Governours, epeci- 
ally to ſuch as were different from them in their Re/z- 
£e0us Notions; and doubtleſs they muſt have a very ill 


opinion of thoſe, who, under pretence of being perſecuted, 


or being put in danger of Perſecution, for not obeying 


the fundamental Laws of their Government ſhould riſe 
againſt them in Arms, or pretend to depoſe them from 


their Thrones. For ſurely, if Princes may be depoſed 
by their Sbzefts who have ſworn Obeatence to them, 
becauſe the Subjects imagine ſuch Princes would deprive 
them of their Liberties and Properties; then fuch 


Paixcxs may very lawfully cut off ſuch Snbjefts by all 
ways poſſible who would thruſt them from their Thrones, 


who had never j/wworn Allegzance to their Siibjects. On 
ſuch conſiderations as theſe it was, that the boly Fathers 
of the Church, by and for themſelves, and even whole 
Provincial Synods joyn'd their Senrences together in 
confirmation of the ſame Apoſtelical Dofirane of Sn 
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fon to the Civil Magiſtrate, without daring to 


Poſe them. One of which, being more than ordinarily 
remarkable, I fhall Inſtance in. among the Gothe, a 


barbarous People then zu Hain, and even ts the fixth 


Century infected with the Plagne of Arianuiſm; it was 


grown a common cuſtom to depoſe and murder Kings, 
fo that no fewer than chirteen of them in a ſmall com- 
pay of Time were brought to an untimely End; At 


alt, Anno 633, in the Reign of one Szſenandus, a Synod 


of Seventy Biſhops was gather'd at Toledo, Iſidore of So- 


2“ being Preſident, the 755th Canon of which Council 


was to this purpoſe, —- After a large Preface of the De- 
teſtation of thoſe horrid and perfigzons Principles by 


\ which ſome dared, contrary to the poſitive Commands of 
God, to lift up their Hands againſt he Lord's Anoznted, 


that they might avert the Anger of God threatning them 
upon that Account, they exhort all to keep their Fazths 
and Engagement to God and the King, that none ſhould 


be guilty of Ferjrry or Treachery, or offer to deprive 


the Kinzs of his Throneor Life; But in Caſe that this 
earneſt Admonition of theirs ſhould fail ofitsfull Effect, 


this was their definitive Sentence, WVhoſoener of our ſelves = 


or of all the people of Spain, ſhall violate that Oath of 


Fidelity by which he has obhliged hemfelf to the Defence 


of hes Conntiry and the Gothiſh State, and the preſervation 


and ſafety of the Kihg, by any kind of Conſpiracy or 
Pratfice whatſoever, or ſhall dare to lay vient Hands 
%%% the King, or defpoſe Him from his Kingdom or 


hall by any Zyrannical Method, dare to uſurp rhe ſu- 
preme Power of the Realms, let him be accurfed before 
Ged the Father and his Ileſſed Angels, Let him be Ex- 
communicated from the Body of the Catholic Church, 


which he profanes by his perjuries, and excluded and 


baniſh'd from all Chriſtian Congregations, nor let him 
have any Portion with the Juſt, but Hzmſelf auith all Co- 
adjutor's in the ſame Conſpiractes be condemn'd to eternat 
Tormen's with the Devil and his angels ——— 
- Which Sentence being read aloud before both 


the Clergy and People there preſent, it was anſwer d 


with an unanimous Acclamation, JH hoſocyer ſhall pre- 


ſume to tranſgreſi this Determination, let him be An. 


atlema Maran- Atha, accurſed till the Lord come, and 
let him and his Accomplices have their Portion with 


accurſed Judas, Amen. Which Sanction of theirs <A - 
„„ ns this 


) 


34 ASEKkMON Preach'd on the 
this happy Effect, that of their following Princes not ons 


was either murder'd or depoſ'd, one Vitiza only eccep- 91 
ted, who for his prodigious Vices was rather a Monſter g. 
J...... 8 e ay 
So earneſt have the true Servants of God, poor weak al 
Men as they were! always been to clear their Religion R 
from ſuch ſcandalous Imputations; ſo well and rationally 4 


| have they improved that Command of our bleed Lord ze 
and Saviour, But I ſay unto you, reſiſt not Evil, but PB 


 evhoſoever ſhall ſtrike thee on thy right Cheek, turn to be 
him the other alſo, and whoſoever ſhall bring the into Ia 
Judgment and takeaway thy Coat, let him have thyCloak to 

4 ʃſo. And that of the Apoſtle who, as we may preſume | ly 
underſtood the tiral Rights and Liberites of Mankind, W 
as well as the B7/b9p of Bangor, or Father Pilloniere, Þ C, 
or any of their Abettors, Render therefore to all theer | . 
Duet, Tribute toxwhom Tribute i due, Cuſtom to whom | fre 
| Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour. or 
— Where he gives no Liberty, as I can find, for Sub- S- 
jecte Born or Sworn ſich, to transfer thefe Duties from | ry 
their [awful Soverei gu to any other Perſon, on any Pre- ta 
tence whatſoever. Nor have there wanted ſeveral zea- Þ Pr 
lous Promoters of the Reformation, who have in the Þ to 
moſt earneſt Manner aflerted Loyalty, and vindicated ge 
the j»ſt Right of Kings, againſt all the Inſinuations of fio 
' Papiſts and Schifmaticks to the contrary, ſuch as Bocharr, || * | 
Camero, Grotins, Salmaſins, Du Moulin, and others, | * | 
tho All falling far ſhort of the Primitive Chriſtian in 
Pattern; when compared with the Tendries of the ola re, 
= - Fſtabliſhd Church of England, in her Ecclefiaitical | T. 
= Canons, in her Litugry and Articles, and in that ſolemn of 


Deteſtation of all difloyal Doftrines and Practices, Þ be 
expreſſd in the Service appointed for this Day, and I wt 


in the numerous and learned Writings of her Sour, Men “ 
faithful to her fundamental Principles, well acquainted | we 
with the Rules and Pratfiices of the Primitive Chri- ta; 
 fNizans, not to be jeered, nor wheadled, nor threatned | of 
out of the them, Men truly Pzous toward: God, and 22 
compleatly underſtanding the Obligations of Conſcience, Þ tai 


having ſufficiently laid before the World the Judgment | E, 
of their Holy Mother, with Reſpect to Clediencè to the : - as 


Higher Powers. | Þ 7h 
— ms — 770 
Kom. xiij. 2. „ as 


Secondly, 


— — | 
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| Second! „We are to obſerve, That zhe exemplary $ub- 


miſſion of Chriſtians to the juſt Authority of the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate, as it in the beſt viſible Evidence of their being, 


as they call themſelves, Chrz/tzans, ſo it's the only effectu- 
al Means to take off the forementioned Scandal from the 


Religion of Jeſiis Chriſt, to ſilence the Ignorance of fooliſh 


Men for, tho' Calumny be impudent, and Scandal bra- 
zen faced, yet when all Chriſtzans make the beſt of their 
Bibles an good earneſt, and regulate their Management 
both in'Relzgzous and Monldly Poltticks, by thoſe Schemes 
laid down in the Old and New Teſtament, their Submiſſions 
to their Governours will be ſo unexceptionable, their G- 
Iy and Honeſt Lives will fill all Places they converſe in 
with ſuch Peace and Putetneſs, that even Scandal and 
Calumny will be aſham'd to ſhow their Faces, and the 


Genius of the Goſpel will appear a very different Thing 


from what thoſe Wretches, who uſe it only as a cant Word, 


or a Term of Art, endeavour to repreſent it. 'The patient 


Sfferangs and peaceable Abearance of the Saznts, Mar- 
tyre, and Confeſſors of Old, and their perpetual and un- 

tainted Fidelity to their af, Superiors, in ſpite of all 
Provocations to the contrary, and their well known Ability 


to have revenged themſolves, drew from Pliny the Yonn- 


ger, a Heathen, but a Man of great Sagacity, that Confeſ- 


fion, that © He could find no Fault in them, only he 


© learnt that they were wont to meet together before Day 


to fing Hymns to Chriſt as Goa, and obliged thomſelves 
in the ſtricteſt Manner poſſible to avoid Murder, Adul- 


very, Inceſt, Fraud, Perfidionſneſs, and the like Impieties. 
The Avoidance of which was a Teſt, in thoſe early Days, 
of the Fitneſs of any who called themſelves CHriſti ang, to 


be admitted to the Communzon of the Saints, a Teſt 


which would tend to much better Effect than any of thoſe” 
folemn Oaths which his Reverence the Biſhop of Bangor 


would allow in the room of the Sacramental Teft, which 


taking of the Holy Sacrament, ſome imagine to be one 
of the moſt ſolemn Ways of making Oath, that they are 


n full Harmony with that Church in which they par- 
tate of it; But even ſuch a Zeſt would be as heavy an 


Pcroachment upon the natural Liberties of Mankind, 


the Old and New Teſtament to be of Divine Tnſpira 
tion, or to be bonnd to profeſs their Faith tn the glorious 
and undivided Trintty, N 


as obliging them to acknowledge the Holy Scriptures of 


Ter- © 
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Toertullian, the Father before cited, juſtly alledges in 
the Vindicatioh of the Chriſtians of his Days from Hea- 
_ theniſh Aſpertions- © We are but of Yeſterday, and yet 


© we have increaſed ſo prodigiouſly, that we have filled 


your Towns, Iſlands, Caſtles, Garriſons, Corporations, 


© Councils, nay, the very Camp it ſelf, the Tribes and 


© Hundreds, the Palace, Senate, and pleading Places, we 


have let you nothing free but your Temples ; and we 


who are fo willingly and quictly maflacred, what War 


are we not fit or ſtrong enough to manage, were it not 
« 0 . | . , , | . 2 c 
agreeable to the Principles of our Religion, rather to be 


* kill'd than toki H 3... . It was indeed, in thoſe early Days 


thought by he Poor weak Profe/Jors of it, to be of the 
deny Hſſeuce of Chriſtiauity, to have no concerns with 
Revenge, Diſobedience, Seditions, Inſurrections, or Re- 


bellions. And however, ſome modern Preachers may ſt ir 


up and encourage Men to controul and out ſhort their la⁊u 
Jul Princes, and will freely paſs their Cenſures upon their 
Perſons and Management whom they never knew, but have 
only ſuck'd up lying and improbable Stories, from a Fac- 
ron wholly given to Fables and Forgerzes, and at the 
ſame time deny the ſame Chri/tzan Liberty, I think they 
call it, to others to do Ve ſame on Account of what they 


_ every Day ſce and hear with their ewn. Ears and Eyes, 


when ſuch Men come to give up their Accounts at the 
great Day, they'll find the dammnzng Nature of thoſe abo- 
mzinable Dofrines, which they, not having the Fear of 


Cod before their Eyes, have vented among profeſs'd Chri 
ſtians, that what was E/entzal to Chriſtianity in the Pri- 
miti ve Times, is, and will be to always, and in all Pla. 
ces, and that thoſe who take up hei, Reſt in their Opi— 
nions, and depend upon the Counfels. of ſuch ſprratuas 


Guides, only deceive themſelves, and are lull'd into Eter- 


nal Ruins. IE „ 
It's an eaſy Matter for Men to make a mighty Noiſe a- 


bout the Spirit and Genius of the Goſpel, while, inſtead 
of Studying and Underſtanding it, they only ſpend their 
time in ſtarizng Hedge-hogs and hunting Butter flies. 


The Gnoſtickr, whom I took Notice of before, pretended 


to a deeper Inſight into the Myſteries of the Goſpel, than 


the poor weak and fallible Apoſtles, and ſuch as follow'd 


ehcirPrecepss, or their Examples; but they were indeed 


fo ſorriſh!y Iguoraut of the true meaning ot the glad Da- 


zugt 
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25g, Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, that the beſt of them, 
like thofe falſe Apoſtles of whom St. Paul complains in 
his Epiſtle to theGalatians, did indeed preach another 

Goſpel than what he and his Collegues had done; and 
would to God all concern'd, who are now ſo troubleſome, 
and take ſo much Pains to pervert the Goſpel, would take 

ſome Notice of that... Though We, or an Angel fromm 

Heaven preach any other Goſpel unto you, let him be Ac- 

cuiſcd! — And I fay the ſame again, If any Man 
preach any other Goſpel to you than what ye have re- 
ceiv' d, let him be Accurſed | — But who of the modern 

Strain of Goſpellers, would ſtand in any Fear of theſe 

umane Eugines ? It's downright Ignorance of the true 

Spirit of rhe Goſpel, which can make Men ſo fooliſh or 
ſo wicked, as to perſuade thoſe who are real Members of 
the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, that their Gopernours are 
no more than their TyVuſteet, that they have no Power but 
what they have from them, that ey may call them to 

Account for their Miſcarriages when they pleaſe, andif 

they judge them faulty, they may depoſe or Puniſh them 

either by Death or Baniſhment, or Confiſcation of Good c, 
or by Impriſonment, for not obeying or auſwering the Ex- 


peftation of their Ge Lords the People. But as 


it's certain, that every Sovereign Prince will endeavour 
to defend himſelf againſt the Plors, the Treaſons and 
Tyſults of his Factious and Rebellious Subjects, and to 
deſtroy or puniſh them by all Ways and Means; fa thoſe 
mult be very wicked who lay down ſuch political Notzons, 
as mult create perpetual Fealouſies and endleſs Confuficns 
between the Governours of this World and their Sub- 
jects: But an 2% Action once done can be defended only 
by ſuch Arguments, as we are told by ſome Writers, that 


all Politica! Socteties are veſted with full Power to make 
riſe of all ſuch Means as they judge neceſſary for their 


Preſeruation. So I conclude, they believe that every 


private Perſon may do as much for himſelf ; and hence, | 


where the Biſhop of Bangor pleads for the Admiſſion of 


thoſe who are never ſo evil afjefted to the legally Eſta- 


bliſh'd Church of England, to all Offices of Truſt and 


Profit, becauſe awhatever Faults their Predeceſſors might 


hang been guilty of, they have prov'd their peaceable 


| | 2 —— — 
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and loyal Tuclinations 77 | thirty Tears Continnance bs 
the ſame good Humour. Suppoſing this Plea to be good, 


which we know to be otherwiſe ; yet we know well e- 
| 2 that they have not changed their Princißles at 
all, k | 

: after all their fawning Addrefles to King Fames, and hav- 
ing perſecuted his Frzends and Followers with ſo much 


Unchriſtian Spleen and Malice, there being ſo many 


near Pretenders to the Crown of theſe Kingdoms, they 
juſtly fear that ſuch abominable Hypocrites can never bs 


taken into Favour, or received as Penitents again, ſhould | 
any of thoſe Pretenders prevail, and therefore they ad- 
here obſtinately to the preſent Government, ns the only 


Shelter they can have Recourſe to againſt 'the juſt Re- 
ſentments of thoſe whom their flattering Words ſo ſhame- 


fully deluded, Let but thoſe Pretenders be once re- 


mov'd out of the way, and K ing George will have as lit- 
tle Security of their Loyalty as his Predeceſſors have 


| had, and we know who have threatned Him too, , He 
would not come up to their Meaſures. They who read the 


Old and New Teſtament together, (for the New is good 


and uſeful, only as it's built upon the Foundation of the 


Ol, and I would not give any Credit to the Claim of 
_ Chriſt himſelf, if I did not and, upon ſearching rhe Old 


Teftament Scriptures, that they teſtify'd of him, I being 
ſatisfy'd from his own Authoritative Words, that -—— 
T hey who do not believe Moſes and the Prophets, neither 


world they believe though one roſe from the Dead.) — 
The Law and the Goſpel then, as join'd together, are the 
ſole Guide of Conſcience, the ſole Rule, walking by which 
we may obtain the Favour of God, and everlaſting Salva- 
tion. In them, as join'd together, we find the moſt Hea- 
venly Precepts, and the moſt excellent and perfect Ex- 
amples of the Submiſſion of thoſe born in a ſubjected 


State to their Iaful Superiours, and fo long as the FH 


Commandment ſtands an the Decalogue, and we may pre- 


ſume to interpret it in the ſame Latitude, as our Z/c/ea 


Maſter interprets ſome others in his Sermon on the Mount, 
the Duty of Chriſtian Subjects to their lawful Gover- 
nour will be unqueſtionable, and the Allowance of de- 


poſing or puniſhing them, inſtead of Honouring them, 


will be the Momination and Ridicule of all thnſe Peo- 


. 


le who have any 7ruc Senſe of Religion, whether it be 
Natural or Reveal'd. W 1 


ut only, baving been dipt ſo far in the Revolution, 


For 
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For Men therefore who pretend to bave à very parti - 
cular Regard to the Catholic Chriſtian Church, to talk, 
as if the Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt had been given only to 
ſet Men free from all Humane Obligations, as if what 
they call Chriſtian Liberty, was only deſign'd for a Cloke 
of Malicionſneſs by him, who purchas'd it with his o 
moſt precious Blood, for any to do thus, is ſuch & Con- 
junction of Tenorance and Fooliſhneſs, as however an A. 
_ rtheſtical Philoſopher might. pretend to propagate, one 
would think that a Biſhop in à Chriſtian Church, when 
he look'd back upon his own ſolemn Oaths and Engage- 
ments, when he took that ſacred Qrder upon him, ſhou'd 
have been aſham'd of; but ſuch are the New Lights 
which our modern Allumbragdoes have ſet upon a Hill to 
amuſe the World with; but the beſt of our Caſe is, that 
ſuch Dofrines as have been lately publiſh'd, have been 
hugg'd only by Schiſmaricks, Hereticks, Atheiſts, God- 
mockers and Libertines, but loath'd and deteſted by Men 
of Learning, Probity, true Chriſtian Charity, or are 
throughly tinctured, not with the Hoadleian, but the 
True Spirit of the Goſpel. Indeed it's no wonder that 
where the Life and Power of Godlineſs is almoſt ex- 
tin, there ſuch Principles of Confufion ſhould take place; 
but rheſe kind of Teachers have always been diſowned by. 
the true Church of God, or the Generality of faithful 
hriſtians, and it could never be faſten'd upon it with the 
leaſt Shew of Truth, till the Bzſhops of Rome, aud others- 
of the like Kidney, inſtead of taking that Care of Souls 
which they ought, and thoſe who, of later Years, have 
pretended to be the moſt zrreconcileable Enemies to ſuck. 
Biſhops, have prov'd the common Incendiaries of the Uni- 
verſe : Since that unhappy Time, what Deſtructions they 
have brought to paſs in the Chriſtian World, Experience 
and Hiſtory make but too manifeſt. And yet, would 
Men at laſt, who call themſelves Chriſtians, ſtudy to be 
qriet, and ro do their own Buſineſs, we might ſee ſome- 
what of Reformation among us in this Matter. Which 
that Men might learn, let them confider, that 
Thirdly, To uſe our ſelves to due Obedience and Sub- 
miſſion to our lawful Governours, as a Means to put to 
filence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men, who pretend that 
Chriſt's Religion allows them to reſiſt ſuch Governours 
as they don't approve of, by Force, is to ao Well accord. 


ing 
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ing to the Mill of God, — For fo is the Will of God 
that with Well-doing we may put to ſilence the Ignorance 


Y fooliſh Men. — I need not enter here into a large. 
0 


litical Diſcourſe concerning the various Kinds of Go- 


vernment received in the ſeveral Parts of the World, and 
to ſtate the Queſtion, Whether Democracy, Ariſtocracy, 
or Monarchy, be the more eligible Form of Government? 


I have ſhewn my Sentiments on this Occaſion formerly 


plain enough. We have long ſince hiſſod the Fable of rhe | 
State of Nature, unleſs as it's corrupted by Sin, having 


thro our firſt Parents gotten footing in the World, our of 
the Schools ofCh riſtian Reaſon and Divinity, thole who 


can anſwer and refute Dr. Echard's Dialogue between 


Timothy and Philautus on that Subject, or who can prove 
to the full Satzsfaftion of Good and Learned Men, that 
 Tufidels and Debanchees ought to be admitted to Offices 
of Truſt aud Profit in a Chriſtian State, or that to make 
Men Religious, at leaſt to Appearance, whoſe Hearts we 
cannot know on one Occafion or another, is to caſt a tem- 

bling Block before them; Such mighty Men at Argu- 


ment may take up Hobbiſmn, Socintaniſm,Arriantſm, and 
what not, and make Numbers of Proſelytes among the 
Creatures whom they favour, but as for Us, who make the 


beſt uſe of our Bibles wwe can, we find no Government but 


heocracy or Monarchy managed by the Hands of Men 


there, and no Tyme without a Government truly Poli ti- 


cal there, no not ſo much as with Reſpect to he Church 
f Chriſt or Y Kingdom, what Paradoxes ſoever ſome 
Dreamers may offer to the World; Monarchy was the 


_ Government ſettled by God in Adam; we have no Ground 
of e we any other Government before the Deluge, 
and a 

the great Bleſſings entail'd upon Families; What Rea- 


ſons Men of unquiet Spirits might find for changing 
Monarchies into Democracies, Oltgarchies, or Ariſtocra_ 


cies, are not worth our ſerious Thoughts, nor do 027 22 


bles take any Notice of them, we know that King eig 


by God, and Princes decree Fuſtice by him. 
No that God ſhould conſtitute any Office of Porver or 
Government without any Subordi nat on to it, or without 
any Deſign of the Submiſſion of others to it, would ap- 
pear incomprehenſibly ſtrange. If we oblerve that 2. 


ral Order in which God has ſettled all created Beings, 


2 \ 


WS 
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terward, a numerous Progeny of Prences is one ot 
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we may ſee a perfect Polity in it, the very inanimate 
Creatures ſtill ſubſervient to thoſe Rules and Laws ap- 
pointed for them; What can we find but Mam who dares 
Rebel againſt his Maker? and who but Man would ſhake 
the Yoke of all Government off his Neck ? Hence Fa- 
tions, Inſurreftions,andRebellions againſt lane ful world- 

ty Princes are fo frequent, for it can be no Wonder that 
the Subſiztutes ſhould be diſregarded or diſobeyed, where 
the Higheſt Lord himſelf cannot prevail, without an Al- 
mighty out ſtretched Arm for our Subjection. Now if 

Cod be the original Founder of Monarchy by his can 

Example, and by his ProvidentzalCareof Mankind, who 
conld not poſſibly attain to, or ſubſiſt in that Happineſs 
they were created to without Government, we may reaſo- 
nably believe, that as He has been pleaſed to ſettle Us 
in 7heſe Kingdoms under a Monarchical Government, the 
moſt exact Reſemblance of that Sovereignty which He 
himſelf exercifes over all his Creatures, fo he expects 
that we ſhould faithfully ſerve, honour and humbly obey 
thoſe whom He has made his viſtble Subſtitutes over us, 
we may be aſſur' d that He could not ſettle a Government 
among us, fo entirely agreeable to his own, yet fo diſagree- 
able to his Will, that he would eafily diſpenſe with any 
Acknowledgment of that Authority with which he had 
inveſted his Y7cegerents in theſe Nations. It's true, God 
was highly offended once with the Maelitec, for aging 
2 King for themfelves, but we are to obſerve, that He 
was not offended with them becauſe He dz//{zhed that Kind 
of Government, for He Himſelf had promzjed it to them 
of old, as a Conſummation of their Bleflings, He had in- 
ſpired Jacob with the Git of Prophecy to foretel it, He 
had taken Notice by Moſer, that the Time would come 
when they'd deſire it, He had inured them to it, in ma- 
king Moſes himſelf a Ning in Feſhurnn, a compleat and 
ablolute Monarch immediately under Himſelf, in all Re- 
ſpects excepting meerly the Royal Title, and had given 
them Direction * for the choice of a King, and for their 
King's Behawour of himſelf in his Management; But 
the real Reaſon of God's Diſpleaſure with them at that 
time was that Tafidelity which was both the Ground and 
Concomztant of their Importunity, — They have reje- 
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fied Me, ſays God, that T ſhould not rei gn over them thi 
and Samuel alledges it againſt them — J/hen you ſaw ml 
that Nahaſh the King of the Children of Ammon came Re 
againſt you, ye ſaid unto me, Nay, but a King ſhall rei gu dc 


oder ug, when the Lord your God was your King — po! 
and, befide all this, there was a great deal of Pride in ver 
their Requeſt, that T hey, forſooth, mzght be like the Na. fou 
ions round about them, that a King meght judge them, tak 
go out lefore them, aud fight their Battles — ſo that I out 
the Deſire of the Iſraelites was not diſpleaſing to God for ea, 
the Matter, but for the Manner and Circumſtances of it; || 

| Otherwiſe he who runs the whole Hiſtory of the Iſraeli- ny. 
tiſh State, will find no Time more unhappy, or more re- N. 
markable for God's ſtrange and dreadful Judgments, than 1 79 
that miſerable and confuſed Iaterregnum, when every Man (79, 
did what was good in his own Eyes. And indeed, how can 

| ſoon would this huge and glorious Frame of Heaven and .- Was 
Farth fall into their 97282729] Chaos, were but God, the bly 
ſupreme Legiſlator withdrawn, or were not his Determi- | po! 

_ pations irreverſible ! and what horrid Combuſtions, what hz. 
unnatural Jar and Diſcords would render this Lower | tf 
World in pieces, were the Reins of Government once wh 
broken, but God zs rhe God of Order, and not of Confuſion. the 
But to prove that it's agreeable to the Will of God for us ma 
to be humble and ſubmiſſive r0 the Authority of the Civil tha 
Magiſtrate in all things which are not diſagreeable to the do, 


Reveal d Vill of God, for in Things diſagreeable to it any 
the Obligations of Authori ty ceaſe; What need any for 


ſtronger Evidence, than thoſe mention'd before, of our the 

great Maſter's paying Tribute, tho' free, and requiring wit 

All to give to Celar the things that are Ceſar's, ana to C011 

God the things that are God's * But to theſe we may add, fair 

that when hes Hour was come, He ſuffer d Himſelf, tho abl 

* he could have prevented it, to be betray'd into the Hands and 
2 of Sinners, and tho he could have commanded more than lire 
twelve Legions of Angels to have attended and guarded me: 


Him againſt all the Force of Hell and wicked Men, yet he the 
permitted a tyrannical, cruel, and ambitious SUBORDINATE 
GovxxNoux to condemn, to ſcourge, and crucify Him; : 
and what did all this Submiſſion tend to, but to ſet the % 
Seal of God Himſelf to the Patent: of the Civil Magi- %. 
| ſtrate I know very well that ſome plead orr Saviour s iy z 
Submiſſion, was no Example to our Purpoſe, He came = ana 
TT ; the 


| | | mm 
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the World to Die for Sinners, but if He had not ſo ſub- 
mitted, he could not have died, and conſequently, our 
Redemption could not have been effected; but what He 
did or ſuffer'd upon that View, cannot affect us who pro- 
poſe no ſuch great Defign to our ſelves. But this Plea 
very ill becomes Thoſe who pretend that God could have 
found out a way to redeem Sinners, tho'Chrifhad never 
taken our Nature upon him, nor ſuffered on the Croſs for 
our Sins, but if we would have been otherawzſe Redeem- 
ed, as there would have been no need of Chriſt's Death 
on our Account, ſo there would have been noo need of a- 
ny. ſuch Submiſſion. I muſt confeſs, that tho'ſome of great 
Names have vented 7hat Notion of the poſſibility of hu- 
man Redemption without the Incarnation of the Son. of 
God, yet I gan never come into their Meaſures 'till they 
can produce any Inſtance of God's doing any thing that 
©. was not the moſt abſolutely wiſe, or the molt indiſpenſa- 
bly neceſſary that the Action fo or fo circumitanced could 
- poſſibly admit of; the Covenant God enter'd into with 
his Som for the Redemption of Mankind was from Eter- 
. nity, the compleat and perfect View of the Method by 
which it was to be effected, was from Eternity ; before 
the Covenant was made there was no Tzme, after it was 
made there could be no Change, God never could be wiſer 
than Himſelf, or mend his Counſel, as Men ſometimes 
do, upon an accidental or unforeſeen Emergency, nor could 
any Branch or Circumſtance of that Covenant fail, there- 
fore God the Sou muſt take upon him human Nature, 
therefore in that human Nature he muſt ſuffer, but all this 
with Reſpect to human Powers, he did voluntarily, un 
compell'd by any Power but his own, and we ſes he was 
fain to hide the Terrors of hig Glory that Man might be 
able to bring that to pals which was neceſſarily to be done, 
and this was certainly an Acknowledgment of, and 
ſtrengthning the Authority of the Civil Magiſtrate, how 
mean and deſpicable ſoever the Perſon of him who bore 


the Office might be. 
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Popery, indeed, properly ſo call'd, to the eternal Scan- 
dal of that Soy Supcrſtitzon, teaches the Art of pozſon- 
ing and a/Jaſſmating Kines, and Rebelling againſt the Au- 

 thorzty of lawfi] Governours, and it inveſts the pretended- 
ly znfallible Head of the Church with Power to dethronue 
aud excommunzicate Princes, and to Interdict and Con- 
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found Kingdoms and Commonawealths, and it would bave 
been well if ſuch things had been tolerated only by the 
Profelſſed VaſJals of the Biſhop of Rome, but Faction and 
Rebellion are Plagues of a very ſpreading Nature, and 
thoſe who are infected with them are juſt of ſuch miſ- 
chievous Inclinations as thoſe viſited with the Peſtilence. 
Men may call zhemſelves what they will, as we ſee com- 
mon Atheiſts and Debauchees recommended by a Hiho 
to Places of Truſt and Profit, under the Name of Pro- 
teſtants, but All who lay down and defend Oppoſition to 
their lawful Governors, let them roar never ſo loud a- 
gainſt Popery, are really either Papſts or Atheiſts ; 
They are the Principles, not the onward Profeſſion, 
which make the Man. Thofe who will not in their own 
Perſons mit to every Ordinance of Man, or who teach 
others not to do ſo, thoſe who make as great a rout with 
Liberty and Property, when they are making uſe of all : 
the Means they can find out to betray their native Conn- 
ty into Slavery, as others do with what they call zenger : 
Conſcience, when really they have 720 Conſcrence at all; 
nor know ſo much as what Conſcience 2s, thole who are 
afraid of caſt ing Str1mbling Blocks in the Way of Arherſts 
and Debauchees, by obliging them to make fome Shew ; 
of Religion, whether they have any Religion in their / 
Hearts or not, all ſuch kinds of Perſons are ſuch as have | 
no true Senſe of Religion themſelves, and if there be no e 
ſuch thing as 07avard Religion in Rerum Natura, or out- 5 
award Worſhip, which any one can reaſonably be obliged | 
to in a Chriſtian Nation, every Man may be a ſincere 4 
Som of the Court of Rome, and conſequently may maintain 
King depoſing and King killing Principles in his Heart, 
and yet never be taken Notice of as aPapzft. And Men may 
be very wiſe, if ſome are not in an Error, and underſtand 
the Shirit and Genius of the Goſpel perfectly well, tho“ 
very differently from the poor weak Fathers of old, yet 
never ſtand on their Guard againſt them, or ſecure the 
Frontiers of the Kingdom of Feſus Chriſt againit their 
Inſults and Underminings.  _ . 
But whatever Men of Heterodor Fudgments, or of 116 
Fnudgments at all, may endeavour to amuſe us with- | 
al, with reſpect to the Reſiſtance of ſuch lawful Prences FF 
as we have once conceived an ill Opinion of, we are ſure, 


and we can reſt zz our Notzoz with much greater Satis- 4 
e ? 
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action and Security, than in the novel Dreams of the Pi- 
ſhop of Bangor, that neither God, nor any Religion really 
Founded upon his Mord, allows any ſuch Perverſeneſs, nay, 
it is not ſo much as allowed by. that which Men call Na- 
tural Religion. We never heard of any Commiſſion gi- 
ven by Chriſt the undoubted, to Peter the ſrppoſed Head 
of the Church, whole Succeifors the Biſhop of Rome falſly 
pretends to be, that he might precipitate Kings from their 
Thrones, or lay them afide as uſeleſs Burdens to the Pub- 
lick ; The Charge given by ozr Lord to St. Peter, and 
in him to all the Apoitles and their Succeſſors to the end 
of the World, was, Feed my Sheep, feed my Lambs ! And 

we ſee what the ame Ajoſtle enjoins us in the Text. Had 
Peter had any Abdicating Powe”, doubtleſs he'd have 
exercis'd it upon Herod, when ſhut up in Prifon by him, 
or upon Nero, under whoſe Government, as Hiſtorians tell 
us, he ſuffer'd Martyrdom ; but alas ! all the Reaſons 
He and fuch as He us'd againſt the worſt of Princes were 
only Prayers and Tears, and where they could not do 
ſuch Things as were impos'd upon them by a la 
Power, they quietly ſubmitted to the utmoſt Severity of 
oppreſſive Laws, and ſo /e and bis Brethren became 
ſianal Examples of thoſe Rules they had given to others, 
20 be ſulject ro Superlors with all Fear, not only to the 
good and gentle, but alſo to the froward -—- whence the 
Biſhop of Rome, or any of thoſe who pretend to be Fes 
 Adverſarzes, ſhould deduce their Superiority over tem- 
oral Magiſtrates, is very obſcure and imperceptible; 
According to the Law of Reaſon and the beſt Methods of 
Se Preſervation, that mutual Society and thole Allian- 
ces by which Men go about to ſecure their own Peace, 
cannot ſubſiſt under r2v0 Prerenders to the ſame Headſhip 
or Government, nor can there be any ſafe Unzon between 
200 Supreme Powers of defferent Pretences and Oil ali- 
Hcationg; And as for the Laws of God, they never ſhow 
us any thing like it, but Meſes, tho'the Yu Brother, 
is made a God to Aaron his Elder, tho he were defign'd | 
to be the High Prieſt of the Lord; And tho' the Prznces 
of Tſrael never pretended to the Prieſthhood, yet they al- 
ways acted as Polztical Superzours to the High Preſts 
themſelves, and theretore S2lomon, tho' he could not V- 
preeſt Abiathar for following Adontjah, who by the Right 
of his Birth was zext Herr to the Crown of {/rac!, yet, 
e 5 2 
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4 his Sovereign Lord, he might forbid his entring into 
the Temple to officiate, and might have taken away his 
Life, had he refus'd to acquieſce, fince he was really no 


better than a Rebel, for he who had been admitted into 
the Privacies of his-Maſter David, could not but know 
that David himſelf was a Prophet, and that God had 


promiſed that Hat Son whom hc ſhould have by Bath. 


ſbeba, ſhould, after his Deceaſe, ſit upon the Throne of Iſ- 
racl., The Right of dealing thus by the Higheſt Chri- 
ſtian Biſhops was claim'd by Chriſtzan Emperors efter- 
Wards, ſo in the Year 420, Eoror2us expell'd both o- 
nifacins and Eulalius, two Anti po es, ont of Rome, Theo- 
doric King of the Goths in Italy, clap'd up John Biſhop 
of Rome in Priſon, and there ſtarv'd him to Death; their 


Emperor Conſtantius, in the Year 654, banith'd Pope 


VHartin into Cherſoneſus, where he ended his Life. Nay, 85 


Pope Adrian the Firſt, got this Canon paſs'd in Council, 
that The whole Power of Eletting Biſhops of Rome ſhould 
veſt in the Emperors alone, which accordingly they prac- 


ticed till the Year 1076. What Church Man then can 


have any Claim to Supremacy in Temporal Afiatrs, un- 
leſs it be Je w/o firrzng in the Temple of God exalts 
imſelf above all who 2s called God ! 7 
Indeed, when I once fee that Prophecy literally made 

good, That all Men ſhall live together in fo profound a 


Peace, that they ſhall actually beat their Swords into 
 Plongh-ſhears and their Spears into Pruninghcoks — 


when all Wars and Diſcords ſhall ſo far ceaſe, that Men 
may forget to tall out with one another, then, and never 
till then, ſhall I think it a fit Time for the [mperal 
Crown, and the Epiſcopal Mitre to fit both upon one 


Head, and then it may be there would be as little Rea- 
| ſon for Grd the Father to have any Sell.ſtitutes for rhe Go 


cernment of this lower World, or to whoſe authentick De- 
_ terminations any 27ferzor Perſor:s ſhould be bound aZ-/0- 
Intely to ſabmit, as ſome tell us there is not any Occaſion 
for ſuch $:þ Governenrs , the Church of Chrift. But 
till ſuch a Time comes, it muſt be the $2e07d, and not 
the Cyoſer, that muſt bear the Sway, aud God's and Chriſt's 


Ficegerents muſt ſupply his Place, and put an End to Con- 


troverſies with all Expedition imaginable, not deferring 


the Deciſion of them, as all Matefaftors would be glad 


they ſhould, zo rhe Day of Judgment; And to ſuppole 


the 


2 


the Crowns and Scepters of Kings to be under the Com- 
mand of a proud nfn1rping Prelate, or the Coercion of a 
tumultuoi's i uconſiderate Mob, or that Hereticks and Schiſ- 
maticks are to be permitted to go on without Controul, is 
to make him whom we call a Monarch, a Slave, and the 


the Kingdom or Church of Chriſt a Heap of Confuſion, | 


and ſuch we are ſure he never intended it to be. 


It's then our Duty, let Rome or Bangor ſuggeſt never ſo 


much to the contrary, to believe and acknowledge our 
lawful Sovereign, next and immediately r der Chriſt, to 
be the ſrpreme Govder noi over all Perſons both in 
Church aud State, and that ſuch a HRovernour as ought 


to be in a Chriſtzan Kingdom, of which we always ſup- 
poſe our ſelves to be Members, when we diſcourſe of thoſe 


Things, Cuſtos utriuſg; Tabule, the Keeper of both Ta- 
bles, or the Protectors and Defenders of all Men in their 
 Dutzes to God, and to ons another, and whatever ſome 
Nowelzfts may buz in their Princes Ears to the contrary, 


they, as well as other Men, mult give a terrible Account 


at the Great Day, of their Performance of Heir own Du- 
leg in that Station. And we are to obey ſuch Princes fo 


doing, not as holding of others in Chief, but as ſet over 


us emmeadately by God himjeif, fo the Roman Hiſtorian“ 
God has gi ven the Sovereignty over all to Princes, to 
Sulljects he has left the Honour of Oledience, that they 
may always pray to God to ſend them good Princes, but 


ſubmit themſelves to the very worſt. I ſhan't diſpuce 


what Right lies on the S»Ljects part to oppoſe a Tyran- 
nical Magiſtrate, or meddle with that Diſtinction of à 


Tyrant in Iuntroitu, in Dominatt, in Conſiliis, 1. e. of a 


Tyrant ſeizing the Crown by Uſurpation, or without a 

juſt Title, as our Richard the T hird, or governing Arbi- 
trarily by unjuſt Taxations and extreme Cruelties, as our 
William Rufus, or with defign to enflave a State to him- 
ſelf, or to ſome Foreign Power, or to alienate the Crown 
to another Family, all which concurr'd in the late 2-fa- 


mos Uſurper — The firſt and laſt of which kinds of 


Tyrants, ſtate Caſuiſts and Politicians allow Subjectg to 
oppoſe, but not the other. It's enough for us to know, 
that All rhoſs Princes are not Tyrants whom We are 
pleaſed to call fo, and for our late King, we are hot 7g 


e 
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Curſe them, no not ſo much as im our Hearts, for a Bird 
of the Air fhall carry the Voice, and that which hath 
Wings ſhall declare the Matter*. 5 


Tho! it be the Miſery of Kings and Princes, that not 


many of them come to a peaceful End; tho' Foſias of old 
dy d in Battel, and Charles I. of bleſſed Memory, was bar- 
barouſly murder'd by bis own Subjects, both of them 


Princes parallel'd by none but Themſelves, all this only 


ſhews that God, provok'd by the continual Malignities of 


Men, ſometimes pours down his Vengeance upon an in- 


grateful and diſcontented People, in deſtroying the King, 


but ſtill eg, Temporal and Eternal, follow them who 


dare to imbrue their ſacrilegious Hands in the Blood of 


their Sovereigns, tho' they may be never ſo much aliena. 


ted from Goodneſs. Our {awful Princes are God's Mint- 
fters, how mean ſoever they may appear in our Eyes; we 
are unfit to diſcant upon their Actions, and much more 
unfit to puniſh them: We are unable toGovern ourſelves 
and therefore the more obliged to Obey them. Let every 


 Sorll be ſullject to the higher Power ... is the Dictate of 


* 


an Apoſtle. 


Where God has ſettled a Monarchy, he leaves it not in 


the Power of weak Man to deſtroy it. He who form'd it, 


can again excite thoſe Powers, who ſhall ruin it; and that 
is oft ſome foreign Force (which acquires Glory by that 
Action) which done by Home. born Snbjefis, would be 


bruſh and nnpardonable. But if God does make uſe of 
a Subject to ſcourge either an 2mprors King, or a wicked 
Nation, when he has done with it, he generally caſts the 


Rod into the Fire of his Indignation. Hence, if we look 
into the Hiſtories of the moſt proſperous Rebellions that 
ever traiterous Subjects managed, however juſt or reaſo- 
nable fome might think the Cauſes were, yet the Events 


have generally been fo miſerable, that none but Madmen 
would ever adventure again on ſuch Extravagancies. If 
we conſider the Perſons who are apt to carry on ſuch Com- 


motions, they are generally Miſcreaut and Outlaws, who. 
have forfeited their Heads, long fince, to their lawful Go- 


vernors; and they eafily pick up Nb:lones ex fece Ple- 
bis, a Company of poor ignorant Rakehells, like the Fol- 
lowers of the Ephefian Demetrius, they know nothing of 
the real Cauſe for which they rite in Arms; but, in ta 


—— — — : 


mean | 
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meau ume, are abicharcd co all wanner of Villanies, under . the in- 
ſolent Conduct of ſeme miſchievouſly policick Malecoment , and pro- 
vided he be popular, they enquire no ferther. If they troubled th em- 
ſelves with thinking, Peace, Submiſſion and Obedience would be in 
greater Eſteem among them. How few have been known to grow 
_ tappy by rebelling againſt their 1awfui Superiors ? It was a tart 
QNueſtion, and not b eafil to be anſwer'd by any bur ehu, who had 
Gods immediate Commiſjion for what he did. . Had Zimri Pease, who 


flew his Maſter? »Traytars 20d Reht 1s may proſper for a while; they 
may lay their Plots 28 deep as Hau, and chiak no Judge will call 


them to an Account at laſt; but 


Nb TOE Ns gel. um 
3. jr pede Tœna r 


5 though they may eſcape fome Danger rs for 2 while, yer Vengeance 
ſuffers them not to live. And wi: a: do the Agents in thele dark 


Affairs get at laſt? They only change one Tyranny for another, aud 


though thenſelves may be Favourites for a while with their nw 
Rulers, They are but as Beaſts ted for Sacritice made much of, that 


they may have the leſs Suſpicion of their intended Ruin. Such Laby- 


rinths dogs Providence lead e and Rebellious Minds into, 


mak ing nem \requently to end ali their miſchievous Deſigns and fa- 


ta] Quarrels i in the Deſtruction of one another. 

The Laws of Nations puniſn ſuch unquiet Perſons with heh ad 
the Laws of Heaven wien Damnation; for, He who loves God, muſt 
love his Brother alſo, and if 1 cannot pretend to the Love of God, 
but by thowing Charity to my Brother, who bears the Image of our 


Maker only in Spirituals and IdtelleBlieats, much leſs can I pretend to 
it if I love not Him, who nos only b-ars the Impreſs of God on his 


Soul, but repreſents Him a peculiar Manner in his perſonal Qualia- 


eations. St. Peter and St. Jude plainly enough expreſs the deſpe- 


rate Condicion of ſuch as are deficient hers, ning an everlaſting 
Brand on thoſe filthy Dreamers, as they juſtly ſtile them, who deſpi ſe 


Dominion, and ſpeak evil of Dignities. — he) eat in our fe 


: of Chari 75 Clouds without Wi ater carried about with Viinds . Trees, 


whoſe Fruit withereth without Fruit, twice dead, piucked up by the 


Roots x Raving Leave, of the Sea, "foaming out "their own Shame, 

I andring Stars, to whom is reſerv'd the Blackneſs of Darkneſs, 7 
tha, ſor ever In ſhort, their Wiwle Butinels and Endeavour 
is ro bring Scand ot upon Religion by all their Actions. Thar the 


work of cheie Father the D: vil, and his Work they will do. Thee 


make the Cnurch of Chriſt, among us, eſpeciahv, like the poor Tra- 
veller from Feruſalem to Ferichs ; they 4 Rob and firip her, and leave 


ber full of ee, and none to Pie) her, and nothing elſe can latisty | 


them. - 


2 


* 2 Pet. ii. 10.13. Jude 8, 13. 24. 


4 
—- 
1 
1 
i 

| 

f 

ſ 


24 TY 
j. £13 OM TIT: > 


40 ASERKMoN Preach'd on the 


But never was ſo dangerous a Wound given to the Credit of our 
Profeſſfion, as was by that Execrable Murder, the Guilt of which we 
this Day lament, when a Party who pretended to be the moſt æealous 
Profeſſors of the true Reform d Religion, ſuch as made a Shew of the 
moſt irreconcileable Hatred to Romiſh treacherous Practices and Princi- 
ples, and to preſerve the Reformation in its greateſt Purity and Inte- 
grit), yet partly by the Inſtigation of theſe very Incendiaries of Rome, 
but chiefly in Proſecution of their own ſeditious, implous, and dam- 
nahle Deſigns, contriv'd fo deſperate a Treaſon, fo deteſtable an Act 
às Rome it ſelf never undertook, ſo publiſhing to the World their de- 
* ſperate Principles and ſoitiſh Ig norance, caſting themſelves Head-long 
into the violent Torrent of Rebellion, and all manner of Impieties, 
and cauſing theſe Nations and the Goſpel of Jeſus Curiſt to be evil ſpo- 
ken of. 6 . „ Ei 
| Papiſts have often murdered Princes in a ſuddain and violent Man- 
ner, and have juſtify'd their Practiees after Execution , but to take 
away the Life of a Sovereign Prince under pretence of Law, to do it. 
in a deliberate Manner, to bring a King accountable to none but Him, 
who is King of Kings and Lord of Lords, to plead for his Lite betore 
them, who had formerly ſworn Allegiance to him, to proczed againſt 
him, formally ro condemn him, and to bring him at laft in the Face 
of the Sun to publick Execution, and after all with an unparalleled 
Impudence in defiance of Heaven and Religion, to give God Thanks 
for their Deliverance from the pretended Tyranny ot a pious, juſt, ind 
lawful Prince, was an act fo h:1/ifhly audacious, that the proudeſt of 
| _ Rome's Prelates never attempted, and that, and the new faſhion'd 
I Preachments of the preſent Age, have given opportunity ro the 
 Induſtrious Agents of that S: e, to draw many inco an Abhorrence of 
the Reform'd Religion, under pretence of which ſuch Villanies are com- 
mitted, and ſuch abominable Doctrines preachd; we have brought 
| Foreigners almoſt to conelude that to be @ Preteſtant, is to be a R. 
bet and @ Traytor, or any Thing that's not Tolerated in a Chriſtian 
„CV 8 | . | | 
But Thanks be to God it's not our Religion, as Reform'd from Po- 
pery, Which favours any ſuch Doctrines or Practices, nor have any but 
the Actors themſelves, and Hypecrites of the ſame Principles, or Perſuns 
epregiouſly Ignorant and Fooliſh juſtiſyd and imitated their Patterns 
And, whatever ſuch Wretches may do, when the ſober World ſhall 
ſee the Memory of the Juſt bliſſid among ſi us; but the-very Names of 
Rebels, Traytors, and Murderers periſh from the Earth, or never be e. 
peared but with Execrations, then again we ſhall appear like a Chri- 
fian Nation. We hall remove all Scandal rom our Profeſſion, In- 
ſtiee will ſoon run down like a mighty Stream, and Righicouſucls 
will beat down the Oppreſſive, Falſe Prophets and Falſe Brethren will be 
known and deteſted, and Fathers who give their Children Stones for 
Bread, and Scorpions for Fiſh, will juſtly be rejected and deſpiſed 3 
Which God of his Mercy grant, Amen. en: BD 


3 


